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looking otherwise than that-----Her voice is American

with a strong Baltimore accent. It would never pass as
an English voice. She is good-tempered and with, a sense
of justice, but can be determined, not to say pig-headed,
on occasions. She has the American woman's tendency
to reform men in small ways."

Royal behaviour is particularly subject to gossip, and the
friendship between the Prince and Mrs. Simpson soon became
the talk of the scandal-loving section of society. Neither the
mass of people, nor the newspapers, took up the story,
and for many months only a few people knew of the Prince's
infatuation. It was an instance when English journalism
showed at its best, voluntarily keeping a barrier of silence
between the Prince's private life and their readers.

The Prince of Wales was already drawing his own society
about him at Fort Belvedere. This small country house, on
the fringe of the Great Park at Windsor, had become his
favourite retreat. The garden, the arrangements of the house,
and the society which moved in it, were all his own creation.
Gardening had caught his transient fancy and had held it
for a long time: it seemed that he found much happiness and
release from his duties while he was at Fort Belvedere. It was
in this setting, free of royal pretensions, that the Prince enter-
tained Mr. and Mrs. Simpson for week-ends, up to the time
of King George's death.
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